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danger from disunion amongst ourselves than by anything from our enemies. ... I am confident we doing our duty and waiting upon the Lord, we shall find He will be as a wall of brass round about us, till we have finished that work that He has for us to do." But with all this faith in divine assistance, Cromwell did not underestimate the difficulty of reconquering Ireland, and left nothing undone that was necessary to secure success.
Cromwell refused to accept the command until he was certain of adequate support from the Government, and after accepting it (March 3Oth) declined to lead his soldiers across the sea until he was provided with money for their payment. Parliament entrusted him for three years with the combined powers of Lord-Lieutenant and Commander-in-chief, granting him a salary for the two posts of about thirteen thousand pounds a year, and giving him an army of twelve thousand men, well officered and well equipped. The organisation of his army, the collection of ships to transport it, and, more than all, the difficulty of raising money to maintain it, delayed his start for more than four months, and it was not till August I3th that Cromwell landed at Dublin.
If Ormond had been a great commander, or if Owen Roe had abandoned his neutrality in March instead of in August, every English garrison might have been taken before Cromwell's coming. Inchi-quin, Ormond's lieutenant, took Dundalk and Dro-ghedain July, and Ormond himself blockaded Jones in Dublin. But Cromwell reinforced Jones with